Main Idea

The main idea is the most
important point of a text.

Supporting Details

These details describe or explain
the main idea of the text.

Good readers determine the
main idea by looking for
details in the text.

These details are important to the
text and support the main idea.
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Before you read:

(I | Read the thtle.
Cd What is the text about?
(I | What is the topic?

During the reading:

LA L ook for and carefully read text features.

L2 T the text fiction, non—fiction...

3 ook for information, words, and pictures thal are repeated

After you read:

A2 T hink about the most important point about the topic.
C3 What details or examples back up and support the main ided?
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How can I find the main idea?
Ask yous sSeif. “What is this mostly about?™
Look at the titte of the text.
Look at the pictures.
Loak for words repeated over and aver.
Sometimes the man idea s efther the frst or last

sentences In The ftext.
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O Read the htle.
QO What is the text about?
O What s the fopic?

DURING THE READING:

Q) Lock for and carefully read text features

Q) Is the text fiction. non—Ffiction..

QO Look for mformation, words, and pictures
that are repeated.

AFTER YOU READ:

Q Think about the most important point about
the topic.

Q) What details or examples back up and
support the main idea?
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KeY Details

Story Titles

Name: Date:

Main Idea: the most important thought about
the topic of a paragraph. The main idea tells the
reader what the text is about.

o The main idea of this story is:
o‘

Details: facts, statements, and examples that
help us understand the main idea. Details help
explain and describe the main idea.

Three important details from this story are:
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